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EARLY YEARS  
From his Elmer Joseph Ritter’s 1892 birth in New Albany to his ordination to priesthood at 
St. Meinrad in 1917. 

   

Scroll to next page… 

 

 

 

 



 

 

EMERGING LEADERSHIP 
His Indianapolis years (1917-1946). Here he became Bishop and then Archbishop. Despite 
opposition from the KKK and others, he managed to desegregate Catholic school in both 
Indianapolis and Evansville dioceses. 
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OUTREACH AND REFORM 

Ritter’s St. Louis years (1946-1967) were against all odds. He desegregated the Catholic 
schools throughout the archdiocese, strongly espoused ecumenism and religious 
freedom, and was elevated to the rank of Cardinal by Saint Pope John XXIII. 
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THE WORLD STAGE 

During his “cardinal” years (1961-1967) he attended the Second Vatican Council where he 
encouraged evaluating the relationship of the Roman Catholic Church and the modern 
world. His support of liturgical reforms led to him orchestrate the first four official 
celebrations of the Mass in English in August 1964. The transition from Latin was launched 
throughout in the United States on November 29, 1964, the first Sunday in Advent. 
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CARDINAL RITTER’S  CONSISTORY OF JANUARY 1961 – VATICAN CITY 
Photos 1-4 include Dr. Giorgio Salvaggi, Gentlemanm of the Cardinal’s Noble 
Antechamber.  Compliments of Dr. Salvaggi’s son, Raniero Salvaggi. 
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CARDINAL RITTER’S HOME PARISH CELEBRATION – NEW ALBANY, INDIANA 

On April 30, 1961, the cardinal returned to St. Mary of the Annunciation Catholic Church to 
celebrate Mass and receive congratulations from his former parish community. 
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